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Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu writes: "A New Statism: Strong Social State" 

Cumhuriyet, 19 July 2020 

Republican People's Party Leader Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu writes for Cumhuriyet ahead of 

the 'march to power' party convention. 

Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu 

CHP Chair 

 

Covid-19 has brought the world to the brink of making a radical new choice. If 

we can redefine the principle of "statism" without getting bogged down under 

"nostalgic" and "taboo-driven" viewpoints, it can serve as a guide in the 

solution of today's problems. 

It is not only a point of necessity but of obligation that statism, which has a 

long past of 90 years, should be redefined with the objective of "Social State 

Statism". We need to establish a system that ensures that not a single child goes 

to bed hungry and that is inclusive of all our citizens. 

-1- 

One of the six principles of the great Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, "statism" is waiting to be 

redefined in the specific conditions posed by the 21st century. This redefinition is also 

an obligation brought on by the Covid-19 pandemic we are currently going through. 

Nowadays, as people are debating abandoning the commonplace economic practices 

of the pre-pandemic period, "statism" cannot simply be regarded in a "nostalgic" or 

taboo-based" light. 

On the contrary, we must transform statism into a "social state" idea that generates 

solutions to the fundamental economic and social problems of this century. Inspired 

by the name of the novel Mother State (Devlet Ana) by Kemal Tahir, an author of 

exceptional historical consciousness, we need to create an understanding of the state 

which approaches its citizens with the compassion of a mother, which does not 

discriminate between them, which strives not to let its citizens go unemployed and go 

hungry, a state which does not use the country's resources to fatten itself but to feed 

its people. 

Before detailing my proposal to redefine statism along the lines of a strong "social 

state", it is worthwhile to cast back a glance at statist practices in Turkish economic and 

social history. In the first ten years of the Turkish Republic, the government tried to 

implement liberal economic policies. The decisions taken at the İzmir Economic 

Congress were determining in this regard. 
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However, liberal policies towards supporting the private sector did not create the 

expected results, and Turkey failed to reach the desired industrialization levels. As a 

result of the 1928 drought, other domestic reasons, and the 1929 Depression, which I 

will talk about in more detail below, the "statism" formula emerged in early 1930s. It is 

also worth remembering that some sociologists argue that Turkey would still have had 

to gravitate towards an economic policy similar to statism even if the 1929 Depression 

had not taken place. 

'For The Common And Best Interest Of The Nation..." 

-2- 

Statism was written into the party manifesto during CHP's 3rd Ordinary Convention on 

10 May 1931. Statism was explained by Atatürk himself in the party manifesto: "It is 

one of our basic tenets that, while keeping individual enterprise and activity intact, the 

state shall be actively engaged in matters closely related to the general and best 

interest of the nation, especially in the economic domain, to ensure prosperity for the 

nation and development and growth for the country as soon as possible." 

Statism, as stated therein, refers to an economic policy that sees the state play a leading 

role in certain areas on condition that "individual enterprise and activity" is kept intact 

and the happiness of the citizens and the development of the country is ensured "as 

soon as possible". Atatürk, by doing that, furnished statism with a characteristic of self-

renewal depending on the specific situation the country is in. For example, our current 

party manifesto defines "statism" thus: 

"...CHP's statism sets forth a structuring of the state to serve the people, a participatory 

administration, and a democratic rule of law. Our understanding of statism aims for the 

realization of the ambition that the citizen is not there for the state but rather the state 

is there for the citizen. The citizen must be at the centre of all economic, social, and 

political objectives of the state..." As can be seen, the transformation of the principle of 

"statism" from 1931 to our day has enjoyed a consistency "with the social, political, and 

economic state of affairs of the time, has always placed the person at its centre, and 

prioritized the needs of the citizen; aiming for development with the participation of 

the private sector". 

'Pay People To Dig Holes In The Ground And Then Fill Them Up' 

-3- 

As I have mentioned above, at the time when statism was first included in the party 

manifesto, the world was going through the 1929 Depression, the most devastating 

economic crisis of history. Among the main reasons for the depression were inequality 

in wealth distribution, disruptions in countries' external debt balances, problems in the 

financial structure of finance institutions, delay on the part of the governments in 
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intervening in the markets, and growing unemployment due to reduction in public and 

private sector investment. The most significant consequences of the crisis in daily life 

were experienced in employment. 

The crisis caused the average unemployment rate in developed countries to jump from 

8 to 22 percent. For instance, whereas the unemployment rate in the epicentre of the 

crisis, the US, was 3.2 percent in 1929, it rose to 24.6 percent in 1932. 

As a result of the 1929 Depression, tens of countries, including Turkey, went on to 

implement radical changes in their economic policies. Liberal policies were replaced by 

policies prescribing direct state intervention in the economy. Propelled by its own 

conditions, Turkey preferred "statism". 

The general inclination in the world was to move towards Keynesian policies. Statism, 

in the case of its implementation in Turkey, can be said to resemble John Maynard 

Keynes' economic politics. 

Briefly put, the reason for that is that Keynes proposed a new economic programme 

whereby the government intervened in the market and incentivized employment in 

order to ensure recovery from the devastation brought on by the 1929 Depression. The 

most popular expression of this proposal is “The government should pay people 

to dig holes in the ground and then fill them up." The aim here was to ensure that 

people receive at least a minimum level of income. 

Atatürk: "I Feel Drowned In A Deep Sea Of Troubles" 

-4- 

The most important sources to understand the impact of the depression on Turkey and 

Turkey's gravitation towards statism are Atatürk's state opening speeches at the Grand 

National Assembly of Turkey (GNAT). Atatürk says in his 1 November 1930 speech, 

"There is a global crisis especially felt deeply in countries with agricultural economies. 

Naturally, this crisis has also affected our country and we feel its impact." 

The extent of our country's fight against the economic crisis also featured in Atatürk's 

1931 parliament opening: "In this test (economic crisis), the Turkish nation shows a 

remarkable resilience in its lifestyle, work, abstemiousness, and selflessness." What 

Atatürk meant by "the nation's abstemiousness" was undoubtedly poverty and lack of 

resources. 

Çankaya Mansion's (official residence of the presidency) Principal Clerk Hasan Rıza 

Soyak succinctly tells about the impact on Atatürk of the poverty he saw in Anatolia in 

his book called "Memories of Atatürk". On a long journey of the country from 

November 1930 to March 1931, Atatürk one day turns to Soyak and says: 
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"I feel suffocated, son. I feel drowned in a deep sea of troubles! You see, we are 

constantly hearing grievances and complaints everywhere we go. All the places we visit 

are in a state of profound poverty and financial and psychological depravation." 

A cure to recover the country 

Atatürk thought that the cure to recover the country from despair was accelerating 

development. Therefore, the First Industrial Plan, completed in 1933, was put into 

action. The plan was based on a fundamental notion that required international 

solidarity. 

Speaking at the 1 November 1932 opening of the parliament shortly before the 

announcement of the plan, Atatürk summarized this understanding by saying, "We are 

of the opinion that economic development can only be achieved by recognizing that 

each nation has a right to prosperity and advancement and through the joint 

endeavour of all nations." 

Furthermore, Atatürk's point of view also expressed an objective of catching up with 

the industrial revolution which the Ottoman Empire had missed. Taken jointly with the 

principle of "populism", which is the equivalent of democracy in Atatürk's principles, 

statism introduced social policies and a heightened political awareness to Anatolia and 

the Anatolian people. For instance, this paved the way for a strengthening and 

multiplication of the demands for transition to a multi-party political system, social 

reorientations based on social class debates, and reforms especially in the field of 

education. 

Statism also aimed for a balanced, nation-wide distribution of industrial and 

agricultural investments. In this way, the first steps were taken for a transition from an 

agriculture-based economy to an industrialized one. 

Nationalized companies such as the Ergani Copper Works and the Ereğli Coal Company 

as well as the factories opened in Anatolia through Etibank and Sümerbank and the 

rising number of mining establishments created a high-quality economic and social 

development as well as a rise in employment. Social venues such as markets, cinemas, 

childcare centres, etc. built as part of the public establishments contributed to the 

transformation of cities. 

Moreover, employees, a large part of whom were residents of those towns, obtained a 

regular source of income, and the total income of the towns went up. Schools were 

opened within the factories and other establishments, which met the need for qualified 

personnel in those establishments. 

In this way, the foundations were laid for vocational and technical education too. In 

this process, the young Republic of Turkey also paid back the debts it inherited from 
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the imperial rule. Statist practices in agriculture, although to some extent lagging 

behind the desire for industrialization and being criticized for that very reason, were 

still of importance. 

Especially, cooperatives established at this time such as TARİŞ (Fig, Grape, Cotton, and 

Oil Seeds Agricultural Sales Cooperatives Union), TMO (Turkish Grain Board), and 

Fiskobirlik (Hazelnut Sale Cooperatives Union); the establishment of the Supreme 

Agricultural Institute; and other examples such as the opening of sugar and textile 

factories played a leading role in the development of the agricultural sector as well as 

the agricultural industries. 

Welfare state and social state 

Until 1939, when the Second World War broke out, the average annual growth rate in 

GDP between 1924 and 1939 rose to 6.6 percent. The average annual growth rate in 

GDP was 5.9 percent between the years 1941 and 1969, which includes the Democrat 

Party period. 

This rate was achieved despite a 0 percent growth registered between the years 1940 

and 1948. The annual growth rate of the "mixed-interventionist economic period" from 

1962 to 1979, characterized as another result of statism, was also over 6.5 percent. 

The new economic policies the world and Turkey moved towards as a result of the 1929 

Depression launched a debate on the "welfare state", and the "social state" that 

developed based thereon. The "Beveridge Report" penned by British parliamentarian 

Sir William Beveridge, is one of the most fundamental documents of this debate. 

In its essence, the idea of the social state proposed that the state guarantee a minimum 

income for its citizens to preserve a minimum welfare level. That is why the 1942 

Beveridge Report is regarded as birth of the modern "social state". 

In summary, the report recommended that a "social security system should be built; 

family assistance and healthcare services for employees should be centrally planned; 

and a new employment policy should be formulated" to counter the risk of "an 

individual or an individual's family" left devoid of a regular income "due to illness, 

occupational accidents, death, and other such risks." 

The debate is still alive 

Turkey had already displayed the will to guarantee the future of miners by founding 

the "Labour Union Savings and Solidarity Fund" through a law enacted on 10 

September 1921, a long time before the Beveridge Report. 
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Furthermore, Turkey was not outside of the worldwide impact that the Beveridge 

Report generated in terms of the reorganization of work life. The Law no. 4772 of 1945 

on Occupational Accidents and Occupational Diseases and Maternity Insurance as well 

as the Law no. 4792 of 1946 on Workers' Insurance Institution, and other laws enacted 

about labour and work life until 1950 are the most significant examples of the tendency 

generated by the Beveridge Report. 

Indeed, until the early 1980s, Turkey endeavoured to put into action the economic 

policies based on the "welfare state/social state", which I have tried to outline above, 

as they were being implemented around the world. 

Although liberal policies gained importance since the 1980s and in fact have since been 

replaced by neo-liberal policies, the debate around this topic has never become 

obsolete. 

On The Verge Of Making A New Choice 

-5- 

Today, Covid-19 has brought the world to the brink of making a radical new choice. 

For instance, we are paying a terrible price for the reduction in public spending, 

including spending on social security and healthcare. 

In fact, as I have stated above, if we can redefine the principle of "statism" without 

getting bogged down under "nostalgic" and "taboo-driven" viewpoints, it can provide 

us with a guide in the solution of today's problems. 

I am making this claim because the recent past of Turkey, which has been surrendered 

to the domination of neo-liberal policies, has brought us to the point where we are 

trapped in the claws of another industrial regression. In our day, when information and 

technology have become the most important commodities, Turkey's failure in 

manufacturing "products with high added value" is unacceptable. 

That is why an industrialization move with the direct involvement of universities is an 

obligation. Despite facing food scarcity, which is a painful reality of this region, our 

agricultural production is barely surviving. Our collective agricultural lands, which stood 

at 27 million hectares in 2002, shrank to 23 million hectares in 2019. Agricultural import 

into our country is on steep rise while the number of our farmers is depleting. 

Our well-rooted cooperatives and agricultural businesses established in the early days 

of the Republic have been made ineffective due to unmeritocratic staffing. The 

government is no longer supporting Turkish agriculture but rather competing with the 

farmers by means of imports. The power and importance of planning is disregarded in 

development policies. 
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Even an internationally renowned institution like the State Planning Organization was 

closed down. The lack of a planned industrialization led to a rapid migration from 

Anatolia. Especially, the Black Sea region and the Central, Eastern, and South-eastern 

Anatolia have almost been reduced to second-class regions. Today's economic policies 

are being conducted simply in line with the ambition of a rentier class that is close to 

the party in power for profit and plundering. The country has been turned into a source 

of speculation income through wrong economic policies and by international capitalist 

groups through by way of this rentier class. 

The amount of interest paid to a handful of London-based usurers is jaw-dropping. 

Businesses under guarantee from the Treasury are not legally subject to the Turkish 

legal system but rather the courts of disputes in London. The contracts concluded in 

line with the desires and wishes of a handful of profit-seekers are threatening our 

children's future. 

Treasury-Guaranteed Businesses Will Be Nationalized 

-6- 

At this point in time, we need to generate and discuss new solutions rather than rehash 

the problems. We need a new way, a new path, a new resolve. In this context: 

1) We need a new constitution that enshrines the basic tenets of freedom, 

transparency, accountability, and rule of law, and puts at its centre a parliamentary 

democracy with an election system based on the broadest possible representation. 

2)  We need a growth strategy that aims for production, efficiency, and manufacturing 

of products with high added value rather than an economic model based on 

consumption and imports. In this way, we can prepare better for the new era and also 

benefit from new opportunities in the global economy. 

3) The pandemic has shown that informal employment and grey economy do not only 

impact our economy but also public health. What we need is not a state that turns a 

blind eye on informal employment and even encourages it by not taking any measures 

against it but a social state that guarantees the future of its citizens. 

To that end, the private sector should also assume responsibility to reduce informal 

employment and do away with inequality in wealth distribution. In this respect, we need 

a new social accord to ensure a transparent employment policy whereby the private 

sector acts equitably and fairly and protects all the rights of the employees. In this 

context, introduction of a fairer taxation policy should not only be demanded by the 

employees but also the employers. It should not be forgotten that the economic order 

of today, in which minimum wage has turned into average pay, has a disruptive effect 

on social peace. 
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4) We need an administrative approach that is not domineering and oppressive but 

one that discusses the solutions it generates, works to ensure social justice, and is 

honoured to be held accountable to the people about what they have done with the 

taxes it has collected from them. 

5) Covid-19 has been a sobering indication how vital a task it is for the state to ensure 

access to basic healthcare services for the protection of the health of all of us. 

Therefore, overdue premiums, etc. cannot constitute grounds for not being able to 

receive health services. That is why we need a new healthcare system whereby Universal 

Health Insurance (GSS) premiums, contributions, and additional fees have been 

removed and everyone can equally receive basic health services and a new order 

whereby access to housing and food is guaranteed for all. 

6) The Constitution sets out that the poor and the unemployed shall be protected and 

unemployment shall be prevented. In this regard, the livelihood and social security 

rights of an unemployed individual, together with their family, must be guaranteed by 

the state until their employment. This assurance cannot only be ensured by way of 

social assistance. A "Family Support Insurance" must be introduced as soon as possible 

as the first and enduring step in this assurance. In this way, protection of the low-

income households would not be a "favour" from the state but a "right" of the people 

and a duty of the state. 

7) Strengthening the domains of education, healthcare, social services, and security, 

which cannot entirely be left to the control of the private sector, and the areas naturally 

under the monopoly of the state, with a broad employment scheme should be among 

the responsibilities of "new statism". In this way, hundreds of thousands of families 

would receive a regular income, at least through one of its members. 

8) Favouritist policies that the power in the palace follow for its adherents cause 

instability, a wasteful use of resources, imbalance in wealth distribution, and 

unproductivity in Turkey.  

Partisan-oriented policies do not only condemn our citizens' today but also our 

children's future. Moreover, these henchmen also made the party in power accept the 

jurisdiction of courts in London to avert the risks they would face a change in power 

could expose them to. 

Thus, the legal order of this exploitation system has been surrendered to the control 

(assurance) of sovereign powers. Upon a change in power, this exploitation system 

must be ended for the sake of Turkey and the happy and free future of all our children 

and youth. The way to do that is to legally nationalize these investments. 

This would mean actually reverting to the public the investments that the party in 

power describes to the public as public investments, in order to end exploitation. As 
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they currently stand, these investments are not public investments; they need to be 

nationalized to be so deemed. 

Common Responsibility Of The Public And Private Sectors 

-7- 

At this point, it is eye-opening to have a look at the letter penned by CHP's 3rd chair 

Bülent Ecevit published in the second issue of the periodical called Yön (Direction) (the 

letter criticizing the manifesto of the team publishing the magazine published in the 

first issue). 

Explaining his objection to the manifesto in the letter, Ecevit shares the following about 

statism: "...What is important is not to provide publicly owned businesses with crashing 

advantages that would be hampering the opportunity of private enterprise or 

undermining entrepreneurial spirit. What is important is to instil an entrepreneurial 

spirit in state owned businesses and a social responsibility into the private sector. 

Today, it could be a subject for debate whether we need directly state-owned 

enterprises. But what can no longer be debated is that the private sector must assume 

the social responsibility that the state still shoulders despite all degeneration. 

In today's conditions, "statism" cannot be considered as separate from the objective of 

"raising the standard of living of workers, protecting workers and the unemployed in 

order to improve the general conditions of labour, promoting labour, and creating 

suitable economic conditions for prevention of unemployment" as stated in the 

Constitution. 

Therefore, it is not only a point of necessity but obligation that statism, which has a 

long past of 90 years, should be redefined with the objective of "Social State Statism". 

We need to establish a system that ensures that not a single child goes to bed hungry 

and that is inclusive of all our citizens. 

Epilogue 

It is a well-known fact that the largest economic actor in a country is the government 

itself. This is so because the state collects taxes, borrows, and has other sources of 

income. The question is "For whom and how should the state spend these funds?"  The 

notion of being a social state, building a welfare state lies in the answer to that 

question. Any spending that would be realized in a true social state understanding 

would reflect the basic notion of social statism of our day. To reiterate, the state has to 

protect and care for its citizens with the compassion of a mother and without ever 

discriminating or allowing any discrimination. 
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NOW IS THE TIME OF DAWN FOR TURKEY! DAY IS BREAKING,  

HOPES SPRINGING UP! DECLARATION OF CALL TO THE SECOND 

CENTENARY   

 
When opening the GNAT one century ago, we had said that “Sovereignty, without any 
Condition or Reservation, Rests with the Nation”. Having declared our economic and political 
independence to the world, we proclaimed our Republic…  At our 37th Congress, we are 

declaring once again that our Party remains firmly devoted to this fundamental principle. We 
shall not, under any circumstances, relinquish our sovereignty to any person, group, or class. 
We shall fight against those who view themselves alone as the nation, as the State. We shall 
not accept any tutelage designed over our Republic. We hereby declare to the entire world 
that we are prepared to pay any price to this end. Let no one forget that we the strength we 
shall need exists in the noble blood flowing through the veins of this nation. This Congress is 

one that parts the dark clouds hanging over our country, shows the determination to take 
Turkey to modern civilization and beyond. This Congress is also one that starts our march 

towards power in order to fulfil, once again, the historic responsibility on our shoulders. This 

Congress is one to change the order of exploitation which destroys the environment, wildly 
exploits labour, tramples on all values of humanity, helps prosper itself and its close vicinity 
only. Today, our country is rapidly nearing collapse under a severe economic depression and 

a political-social crisis.  
 
“One-Man Palace Government” has left Turkey face to face with 5 fundamental 

problems.   
1. Democracy is left on paper only. Legislative, judiciary, and the media are 

under the tutelage of a single person.  
2. Our economic independence is compromised. While majority of the taxes 
collected from citizens and the government borrowing is transferred to a handful 
of mercenaries inside and outside, our people have been sentenced to a horrible 

unemployment.  
3. In foreign policy, emerged a profile of Turkey that bows to the demands of 

dominant powers.  

4. Turkey was snatched away from the age of information through constantly 
changing education policies. Our children are being made guinea pigs in 

education as it were.   
5. Our social peace has been deeply wounded by politics centred on ethnic 
identity, lifestyle, and faith. The “One-Man Palace Government” continues to 
adopt division, polarisation, and fragmentation in an effort to maintain its power.  
 
At this point in time, solution to these five fundamental issues depends on creating the 
capacity for a political union that shall ensure the envisaged economic-political-social 
transformation and inspire trust. Such capacity can only be ensured through a broad 
agreement reached around the will to reform. The greatest role of the Republican 

People’s Party in this process is to ensure a broad agreement around this will to 
do reform and fundamental principles and to realise the promised reforms in the 

aftermath of the elections.   we brought spring into our beautiful country on 31 

March. Devoted children of the Republican People’s Party and the Nation 
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Alliance are serving over 40 million citizens. Now is the time to turn our spring 
into summer. Now is the time of dawn for Turkey! Day is breaking, hope 

springing up…  

In this framework,  
1. We will transition into a Strengthened Democratic Parliamentary System with 

a New Constitution. First and foremost, we will reach a broad social agreement 

for the Strong Democratic Parliamentary System, we will draw up a new 
Constitution that is far from any kind of tutelage, freed from the law of coup, and 
draws its strength from the people. Before all else, we will ensure under such 

Constitution,  
1.1 that the President of Republic is impartial, putting an end to the practice of 

Partisan and biased President of Republic.  
1.2 Separation of Powers shall form the foundation, with the necessary checks 
and balances put in place. Independence and impartiality of the judiciary shall 
be ensured in certain terms; any direct or indirect tutelage of the legislative and 
executive over the Council of Judges and Prosecutors, Constitutional Court, 

higher judicial bodies, and courts shall be brought to an end.   
1.3 When legislative proposals and bills are discussed at the GNAT, opinions of 
experts, relevant professional organisations, and civil society organisations 

shall certainly be collected.   
1.4 Freedoms of expression of thought, organisation, and the press shall be 
guaranteed without condition. Any pressure on professional and civil society 
organisations shall be brought to an end, media freedom shall be guaranteed by 
universal standards. 

 2. We will ensure social peace and tranquillity in Turkey.  
2.1. All of our social issues, the Kurdish issue in particular, shall be resolved on 
the basis of democracy and under the leadership of the GNAT; Turkey’s full 

independence, democracy, and unitary structure shall be strengthened.   
2.2. Gender equality shall be ensured, with prevention of violence against 

women becoming a priority government policy.  
2.3. We shall relentlessly continue the fight against all terrorist and underground 

criminal organisations to ensure lasting social peace.  
3. We shall make the system of merits prevail in state governance and social 

order. Merits shall constitute the principle in all assignments and transactions 

in the public sector, blocking any partisan, interest-driven delivery of public 

services. Services shall be delivered to citizens, and not to the partisans.  
4. The “Election Act” shall be amended, with people themselves electing the 

representatives of the people.  
4.1 The norm in democracies is that people’s will is wholly reflected at the 
parliament. The election threshold, which is the work of the coup-plotters of 12 
September, shall be abolished and we will ensure that the will of the people is 
fully reflected at the Parliament. Representatives of the people shall no longer 

be elected by party leaders, but by the people.  
4.2 The amendment to the Election Act shall introduce the gender quota, 

guaranteeing women’s representation at the Parliament.  

5. A “Political Ethics Act” shall be issued. The Political Ethics Act shall rid 

politics of corruption, rebuilding the trust between the citizens and the 
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politicians. Reputation of the members of the parliament elected by the people 

as well as that of our Veteran Parliament shall thus be reinstated.   
6. Public Procurement Law shall be restructured in such a way to promote 

competition and transparency. We shall immediately amend the Public 

Procurement Law in an effort to prevent overspending and nepotism in the 
public sector, and ensure that all public tenders are carried out in a 

transparently, publicly, and in a mindset removed far from nepotism.  
7. The “Court of Accounts” shall be reinstated its true function, and a “National 
Council on Taxes” and a “Final Accounts Committee” shall be established at the 

GNAT.  
7.1 Jurisdiction of the Court of Accounts, which carries out audits on behalf of 

the GNAT, shall be broadened in accordance with the international norms.   
7.2 In order to implement a fair taxation policy, a “National Council on Taxes” 
shall be established and the annual reports drawn up by the Council shall be 

published in the Official Gazette.   

7.3 A “Final Accounts Committee” shall be established at the Grand National 
Assembly of Turkey, and the Committee shall be presided over by the opposition 
party (which is the largest party that is not partnered up with the government). 

Thus, every penny spent of the taxpayers’ money shall be accounted for.  

8. A strong “Strategic Planning Organisation” shall be established. A Planning 

and Incentive Policy that is focused on an export-driven economy which 
prioritises high value-added production, for which shall be established a strong 
“Strategic Planning Organisation”. Production and fair distribution shall 

constitute the fundamental philosophy of the strategic planning.  
9. Education system shall be restructured through joint efforts of all its 

components.  
9.1 Education shall be planned anew and with all its stakeholders as the most 

critical, the most fundamental piece of the development strategy of Turkey.   
9.2 The single objective of education policies shall be to raise generations who 

are “free in thought, free in wisdom, free in conscious”.  
9.3 It shall be possible to freely discuss any kind of thought, conduct any kind 
of scientific studies at our universities and the Council on Higher Education 

(YÖK), which was established by the coup-plotters, shall be abolished.  

9.4 We shall establish boarding “Technology High Schools” with employment 
guarantees in all Organised Industrial Zones, resolving the personnel 

requirements of the industrialists.  

10. We shall protect the “Right to Ecosystem” of the future generations. We are 

fully aware of the responsibility we have to take on to deliver a liveable world to 
the future generations. We are all part of one ecosystem as living and non-living 
beings. Right to come into a world that has a healthy, functioning ecosystem is 
the right of the generations to come. This right shall be guaranteed by the 

Constitution in light of the “Sustainable Life” mindset.  
11. “Family Support Insurance Institution” shall be established as a first step of 

the strong social State. Our citizens shall certainly be provided with minimum 

universal income. In this context, “Family Support Insurance” shall be put in 
place, no child in these lands shall go to bed on an empty stomach. Citizens 

shall receive government assistance as a “right” and not as a “blessing”. 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12. A new central-local government balance shall be established. Full capacity 
of the State shall be used in the most efficient manner to ensure success of the 
reforms, with a new balance set up between the “central and the local” 
governments. By integrating the capacity of the central government with the 
capacity of local governments to directly reach out to the people, we shall ensure 

that services are delivered to citizens in a more effective and efficient manner. 
In this context, we shall increase the revenues of local governments, trustee 
practices shall be abandoned and mayors elected into office shall be provided 

with guarantees to only be removed from office by elections.  

13. A “Middle-East Peace and Cooperation Organisation” shall be founded. A 

foreign policy that is rational, pacific, and that does not stray from realism, 

attaches importance to the international law and legitimacy shall be adopted.  
Furthermore, a “Middle-East Peace and Cooperation Organisation” (OBIT) 
counting Iran, Iraq, Syria and Turkey among its founding members and aiming 
to build peace, tranquillity, and stability in our region based on region-driven 
foreign policy approach.  

 ***  

Mustafa Kemal and his comrades proclaimed our Republic based on the principle of 
“Sovereignty, without any Condition and Reservation, Rests with the Nation”. In our capacity 
as the delegates of the Republican People’s Party, witnessing the 100th anniversary of the 
inauguration of the GNAT, we are fully aware of the fact that our greatest duty ahead is to 
crown our Republic with democracy. We are bound and determined to realise this ideal on 
the 100th anniversary of our Republic.  We, the undersigned delegates of the 37th Congress, 

solemnly promise to realise the aforementioned commitments, to crown the Republic with 
democracy.    

CHP Leader  

Kemal KILIÇDAROĞLU  

25 July 2020  
Ankara, 37th Ordinary Congress: “A Path to Power” 

 

Lausanne Peace Treaty Is 97 Years Old 

Cumhuriyet, 24 June 2020 

Today, we celebrate the 97th anniversary of the Lausanne Peace Treaty, which was 

signed on 24 July 1923. Signing of the Treaty on this date, which was three months 

prior to the proclamation of our Republic, was the greatest harbinger of the sovereign, 

independent, contemporary, and modern Turkey. Independence Struggle had resulted 

in a great victory, the World War I had long ended; yet, greedy machinations of the 

imperialist occupation forces on the Turkish territory were far from being over. All of 

the warring parties were exhausted, but the delegation representing Turkey in 

Lausanne were determined not to leave any room for even the slightest hesitation and 

doubt over the borders of the new, independent state to be founded and were also 

prepared to move the diplomacy at the table back to battlefields if necessary. This 

attitude was a convincing and decisive element in all of the delegations participating 

in the Lausanne Peace Conference accepting Turkey’s chief priority demands. 
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Impertinence of belittling the victory Turkey won with the Treaty of Lausanne nowadays 

reached a point where it can no longer be overlooked. Some malicious persons, who 

failed to align themselves with the fundamental values of the Republic and who express 

their resentment at every opportunity, reveal that they are incapable of grasping the 

conditions under which Lausanne Peace Treaty was negotiated as they put their feet 

up while sitting on their comfortable sofas today. As a matter of fact, those who were 

preparing to rule Turkey by a secular and democratic Republican regime were resolute 

in founding a State whose national borders were drawn, which had settled all past 

accounts, and which intended to get back up on its own feet in its region, that is despite 

all the exhaustion of running from front to front and the lack of means and the state 

of depravity in which the country had been. This is how one could describe the notion 

that is the spirit of Lausanne. 

Lausanne Peace Treaty constitutes the title deed and reconstruction document of the 

Republic of Turkey, which was proclaimed three months later. However, it is a historical 

fact that independent Turkey was not able to resolve all of its issues. The most 

important issue which Turkey could not settle to its satisfaction at the time was the 

Régime of the Straits. The Régime of the Straits established by the Treaty of Lausanne 

had an international commission assigned to govern and supervise passages through 

the Turkish Straits, which equalled interference with Turkey’s sovereignty. Those who 

put forward the notion of sovereignty today as a pretext even to regulate social media 

need to re-examine the Treaty of Lausanne so as to begin to understand what real 

sovereignty consists of. 

Atatürk felt it essential that we exercised full control over the Straits for the sake of 

security of the Republic of Turkey and in view of the fact that the Dodecanese, over 

which Italy had enjoyed sovereignty since 1912, was being militarised continually as 

well as in the face of the probability of the developments in Europe to once more 

evolve into war. Turkey had strived to change the Régime of the Straits established by 

the Treaty of Lausanne since 1933. Some sources point out that the Hagia Sophia’s 

recognition as a museum upon a decision of the Cabinet of Ministers in 1934 was 

indeed planned as a diplomatic move in consideration of securing the support of the 

Orthodox World, especially the two important neighbours, namely the Soviet Union 

and Greece to Turkey. The sources also suggest that the support lent by the delegations 

of these two countries to Turkey’s views were linked to this decision during the 

negotiations of the Montreux Convention regarding the Régime of the Straits, signed 

on 20 July 1936. Curiously enough, we have celebrated the 97th anniversary of the 

Treaty of Lausanne as well as the 84th Anniversary of the Montreux Convention this 

week. Conversely, we reconverted the Hagia Sophia into a mosque upon the decision 

rendered by the Council of State. 

The Montreux Convention granted Turkey full sovereignty over the Turkish Straits, 

which resulted in our armed forces being deployed in the area, strengthening Turkey’s 

national security and defence strategy. The Treaty of Lausanne and the Montreux 

Convention are two crucial and indispensable international guarantees of the modern 

Republic of Turkey. While this article essentially focuses on the Treaty of Lausanne, it 
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would be pertinent to content with stating that the Montreux Convention is under the 

threat of the monstrosity that is “Canal Istanbul”, which is devoid of public interest and 

will cause a fully-fledged environmental disaster and leaving this warning here for the 

moment. 

Those who founded the Republic also made important diplomatic moves in the path 

towards Lausanne. Even though the World War I ended in 1918, it took time to sign 

the treaties establishing peace in the aftermath of the war. For example, Germany had 

to sign the Treaty of Versailles on 28 June 1919, while Bulgaria surrendered with the 

treaty it signed on 27 November 1919 in Neuilly, Austria did the same on 10 September 

1919 in St. Germain, and Hungary on 4 June 1920 in Trianon. As for the Ottoman 

Empire, they had to sign on 10 August 1920, the Treaty of Sèvres. The Government of 

the GNAT did not recognise the Treaty of Sèvres, continued the Independence 

Struggle, forced its enemies to sign a peace treaty in which they were to accept its 

conditions. That treaty is the Lausanne Peace Treaty.  

Although the occupation forces had the Ottomans sign the Treaty of Sèvres, they could 

not help but recognise the Government of the GNAT as an interlocutor since our War 

of Independence continued. In other words, our people’s unwavering struggle under 

the leadership of Mustafa Kemal forced the occupation forces to recognise the 

Government of the GNAT. As a matter of fact, the path to this recognition started with 

the Great Attack, continued with the liberation of Izmir, and was concluded with the 

Armistice of Mudanya, which was signed on 11 October 1922 upon the calls of the 

occupation forces for a ceasefire. Two weeks later, the Government of the GNAT is 

invited to join the peace talks which were held in Lausanne. 

The true purpose of the peace talks was to get the Government of the GNAT to accept 

the provisions of the Treaty of Sèvres. To achieve that goal, they needed to put the 

Government of the GNAT under pressure and consequently, to invite the Government 

in Istanbul to also join the peace talks. Refusing to play at this game, the Government 

of the GNAT decided to abolish the caliphate on 1 November 1922. Lausanne peace 

talks started on 20 November 1922. 

Today, the issue of the Aegean islands is placed under the spotlight among the issues 

dragged into the discussion about the Treaty of Lausanne. It was during the Balkan 

Wars that the Northeast Aegean islands were occupied by Greece and the Dodecanese 

was occupied by Italy. They were never taken back. However, recovery of Bozcaada 

(Tenedos), Gökçeada (Imbros), and Tavşan Adası (Neandros), all of which are the islands 

fronting the Straits under the Treaty of Lausanne, is a critical gain. According to the 

articles 6 and 12 of the Treaty of Lausanne, the rule applicable to the limitations of 

territorial waters at the time seem to be three miles. That is why all islands and isles 

located within up to three miles from the shores of Turkey were also recognised as 

belonging to Turkey.  

It should also be noted that there remains an unresolved issue in the Aegean. It is vital 

that one should be persistent in continuing the talks between Turkey and Greece, which 

were initiated years ago, on the ownership of the pieces of land which are located more 
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than three miles from Turkey yet about which there is no decision rendered, and in 

turning the Aegean into a sea of peace from its current state of source of tensions. 

Otherwise, such uncertainty would continue to create tensions between the two 

countries from time to time even in this day and age. The reason such a situation has 

emerged is linked to the characteristics of the Aegean region and it is not likely to be 

resolved by an interpretation in line with the letter of the maritime law. Even if Turkey’s 

territorial waters have been defined as 6 miles, the legal agreement on the Treaty of 

Lausanne prevents any move to change the provisions of the treaty. 

Today, the biggest issue we are faced with regarding the Aegean islands is the fact that 

both the Northeast Aegean islands of Greece and the Dodecanese have been 

militarised. While the Dodecanese have been required to remain in a demilitarised 

status since the moment they were passed on to Italy by the Treaty of Ouchy, Italy 

violated this obligation both during and in the aftermath of the World War I. This state 

of affairs remained unchanged when in 1947, the Dodecanese were ceded to Greece 

by Italy under the Paris Treaty; Greece, too, did not comply with the condition of 

demilitarisation of the Dodecanese. Greece have also militarised the Northeast Aegean 

islands they had occupied during the Balkan Wars. Therefore, it is absolutely essential 

that today this issue, which constitutes a violation of the order established by the Treaty 

of Lausanne, be strongly brought on the agenda, and be negotiated with Greece. 

The Lausanne Peace Treaty, of which we celebrate the 97th anniversary today, is a 

document that created a modern State our of a crumbling empire and constitutes the 

foundation of this State. Lausanne Treaty is an international treaty, whose value cannot 

be diminished through efforts to interpret it within the mere context of the Aegean 

islands. All it would take to understand that it is indeed a victory is to look into the 

Treaty of Sèvres, which rejected by the Government of the GNAT, yet signed by the 

Government in Istanbul. Taking this opportunity, we commemorate Gazi Mustafa 

Kemal Atatürk, İsmet İnönü, martyrs and veterans of our War of Independence once 

again with gratitude and respect. 

 

Ünal Çeviköz  

Retired Ambassador 

Vice Chair, CHP 

 

Opposition party politician Çeviköz: “Turkey corners itself with such 

foreign policy” 

FAZ, Rainer Hermann 

 

The Ankara administration is engaged in multiple wars nowadays. Ünal Çeviköz, vice 

president of the main opposition party CHP, believes that Atatürk’s legacy is at risk. 
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Mr. Çeviköz, Turkey is currently engaged in multiple wars in the Mediterranean. 

Why do you think is this so? 

 

In its first years in power, AKP had invested in “smart power,” economic relations, 

humanitarian aid and other kinds of cooperation. Turkey was a significant actor in the 

region back then. However, this became completely reversed with the coup attempt in 

2016. The government has advocated “hard power” ever since, thereby conflicting with 

Atatürk’s principle of “peace at home, peace in the world” and acting against the UN 

Convention, which forbids both the use of and threatening with violence. Yet, 

dissuasion should be the purpose of “hard power.” 

 

Yes, but the Bülent Ecevit government intervened in Cyprus in 1974, didn't they? 

 

Atatürk had asserted in a speech that war is crime and murder unless an essential 

interest of a nation is at stake. Turkey’s foreign policy has always been based on such 

principle, without irredentism or violence. CHP still greatly values such principle. 

Turkey’s intervention in Cyprus in 1974 was legitimate based on international law, since 

Turkey was one of the guarantor states for Cyprus. 

 

Isn’t there any essential interest today in Syria and Libya? 

 

Legitimate grounds can be found for the military operations in Syria, as long as they 

are related to fighting terrorism and terrorist activities originating from such country. 

However, we cannot assert the same for the other operations. On the other hand, our 

essential interests gradually decrease for our presence in Libya. We can observe a 

serious reaction in the region against Turkey’s presence. 

 

What does CHP criticizes the most in Turkey’s policy in Libya? 

 

CHP supports one of the two treaties Turkey signed with the Sarraj government in 

November 2019, the memorandum regarding the maritime boundary between the two 

states. Turkey has certain rights in the Mediterranean Sea. Apparently, some states 

question the fact. Turkey created a void in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea since its 

relations with Egypt and Israel is not good and thus alliances could be formed against 

it. The treaty should have remedied such situation. 

 

So, the treaty of security and military cooperation? 

We are definitely against this treaty, because it would both mean intervention in the 

domestic affairs of a country and such country is under a high risk of civil war. We 

would have hard times if Turkey is drawn into such war. This is exactly what is 

happening now. 
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The Turkish government has a plan of operating a naval and an air base in Libya. 

Yet, they already have bases in Somali, Sudan and Qatar. Do you think this move 

is necessary? 

This definitely does not coincide with Atatürk’s vision and CHP’s foreign policy 

principles. The AKP government had rejected the use of military power in the past. 

Today, they use military power themselves. The AKP government gradually ceases to 

be a soft power and a smart power. By using hard power, the AKP government is 

allegedly resorting to a kind of Neo-Ottomanism. 

Do you think that this is the Grand Design of the AKP government? 

Before its transition to hard power, Turkey was greatly favored in the Arab regions. 

However, Turkey does not have single ally in the Arabic world today, except for Qatar. 

Whereas in Libya, a coalition comprising of Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates and 

Egypt has sided against Turkey. As a result of the latest developments, Algeria and 

Tunisia, having maintained their neutrality until now, have begun converging towards 

such coalition. For Egypt and Libya, it is a matter of national security. 

Do you mean that the AKP government heads into some risky business without 

any reliable allies by its side? 

There are rumors that Turkey coordinates its politics with the United States of America. 

However, I don’t see any sign that the USA intends to send troops to Libya. 

What impact would a war in Syria, where Turkish troops are located in certain 

provinces, have on the war in Libya? 

There is a relation between Idlib and Libya. Things getting worse in Libya would have 

impacts on Idlib. We too have such concerns. By acting so, Turkey corners itself in 

foreign policy; and in a period where it does not fare so well economically. 

But do Turkey and Russia not act in coordination regarding Syria? 

Although Turkey and Russia have greatly conflicting interests in Syria, they have 

managed to come up with a modus operandi to deal with such different interests 

through agreements and fixed "red lines.” Such modus operandi was badly damaged 

when 35 Turkish soldiers were killed in an attack in Idlib on February 27, 2020. Both 

sides wanted to hold onto the modus operandi, yet neither side feels as comfortable as 

they have been in the past. The situation in Idlib is an indication that relations between 

Turkey and Russia are far from being smooth. This would undoubtedly have 

consequences for Libya, where Russia supports General Haftar while Turkey supports 

the al-Sarraj government. The status quo is quite dangerous. 

Is it not possible to come up with a modus operandi for Libya? 
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That would definitely help find a peaceful solution and manage to gather around a 

negotiation table. Russian Foreign Affairs Secretary Lavrov recently said that they were 

seeking a ceasefire possibility together with Turkey. However, no ceasefire is being 

declared. On the contrary, there has been an attack at the al-Watiya air base and some 

of the Turkish air defense systems established at the base have been damaged. Now, 

troops of the Libyan Government of National Accord intend to attack the coastal city 

of Sirte and the Jufra air base, where Russia has based its aircraft. 

Is there a way to ensure the territorial integrity of Syria and Libya? 

In the history of Libya, the country had once been divided in two by a north-to-south 

line from Sirte to Jufra. I am afraid that the same will happen again. 

What do you think the situation in Syria will be like, for which Russia, Turkey and 

Iran, the three states of the Astana Process, declared their intent to preserve the 

country’s territorial integrity and political unity? 

The situation gradually gets tougher there. Turkey pays the salaries of the 

administrative officials in the region and Turkish Lira is the most important currency 

there. Although the AKP government defends Syria’s territorial integrity and national 

sovereignty, all measures it takes conflicts with such narrative. I am afraid that Syria 

and Libya will share the same fate. 

With the beginning of the German EU Council Presidency, Turkey is making yet 

another attempt to re-approach the EU. How realistic do you think is that? 

If the pandemic did not exist, we would have high expectations of the German 

presidency. Turkey had expected an expansion of the customs union and a visa 

liberalization. German Chancellor Merkel has made it pointedly clear that the fight 

against Covid-19 has absolute priority. Thus, relations with Turkey would not be able 

to make it to the top of the list of priorities. This is a frustrating sign for Turkey and its 

expectations. The German EU Council Presidency is an extremely important 

opportunity for EU-Turkey relations. If we miss this opportunity, we will probably not 

see any concrete developments for a long time. 

But do the EU and Turkey not discussing matters regarding migration and 

tourism? 

Yes, both parties have focused on migration and tourism, i.e. opening of the borders. 

Relationships are becoming increasingly transactional. By acting so, Turkey is refraining 

from taking a holistic approach. Defining the relations in such manner would not be 

favorable for either of the parties. 
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This Monday, the Council of EU Foreign Ministers may impose sanctions on 

Turkey, upon the initiative of France, based on the developments in the Eastern 

Mediterranean. What are your opinions about this matter? 

Turkey should explain its position on the basis of international law, making it clear that 

it is only defending its rights. This is how one can influence the decision-making 

process. However, Foreign Affairs Secretary Çavuşoğlu threatens that if sanctions are 

imposed, Turkey will also impose punitive measures. Diplomacy should not function 

like this. Long story short, if sanctions are imposed against Turkey, it would further 

polarize relations. CHP does not approve the current policy of the AKP government 

regarding the EU. 
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