
 

 

 

 

 

Ankara, 10 April 2020 

 

 

Dear Friend, 

 

Countries across the globe have been putting up an extraordinary 

fight against the Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, which first 

appeared in China in December 2019 quickly spreading to the rest 

of the world.  

 

Taking into account the severity of the outbreak, the World Health 

Organization (WHO) declared the Coronavirus as a “pandemic 

disease” on March 11th, 2020, reminding us - the international 

community - the exigency to act in solidarity in this fight.    

 

We have to acknowledge that the success of the measures taken 

by individual countries as well as the treatment methods they 

develop are also dependent on the circumstances of other 

countries. Considering the fact that any chain of negligence in any 

of the part of the world will exact a heavy toll in other parts even 

on other countries that have taken strictest measures, it is 

imperative for the international community to stand and act 

together. 

 

Yet, it will not suffice to stand together only in the field of 

healthcare.  What we truly need is to come together and join our 

forces for the establishment of a healthier world, healthier in all 

aspects of life.  Considering the fact that the virus does not know 

any boundaries and does not discriminate between any race, 

country or faith, the fundamental principle in our fight against 

COVID-19 and other pandemic diseases must be grounded on a 

healthy and prosperous future for all humankind.  

 

We must build a future where inequalities and injustices in income 

distribution have been minimized. We must contemplate such a 

future not only in consideration of humankind, but all living beings.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

To this end, we would like to propose March 11th - the date the 

WHO declared COVID-19 as a pandemic, to be adopted by the 

United Nations as the “International Day for Solidarity and Fight 

Against Pandemics”. Adoption and recognition of this particular 

day will also mark the beginning of our duty to build the shared 

future of humankind.  

 

Nazım Hikmet, one of the most prominent poets of my country, 

cited in his poem “...in a laboratory, you can die for people- even 

for people whose faces you've never seen, even though you know 

living is the most real, the most beautiful thing...”. Let us jointly take 

this new step of international solidarity in order to honour all 

scientists who stand ready to die - without hesitation even though 

they know living is the most real, most beautiful thing, and also to 

secure a better future for all humanity.    

 

I am very much looking forward to your endorsement and I kindly 

extend my best regards. 

 

 

       

      

Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu  

Chairman 

Republican People’s Party 

(CHP) 

 

 


