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The 16 April referendum on a package of some 18 amendments to the 

current Constitution is about the future of Turkish democracy.  What is 

at stake is the replacement of the current parliamentary system by an 

all-powerful Presidency.  

The ayes claim it will make the regime “more efficient, stream-lined 

and more responsive to popular will”.  They assert that the President – 

now elected by direct suffrage – must have “commensurate authority”.  

They declare that the Presidential system is “the answer to all the 

problems and challenges the country is facing at home and abroad”.   

The stark reality is quite to the contrary.  A “yes” vote on 16 April will have the following 

consequences:  

 

• It will mean the end of the separation of powers, of checks and balances because both the 

legislative and the judiciary branches of government will come under the control of the 

President. 

• The President, not the elected Parliament, will be making laws by issuing executive orders.  

• The President, not the elected Parliament, will prepare and execute the national budget - 

with no accountability. 

• The President will be able to dissolve the Parliament – at will. 

• The President will have the power to appoint judges to the Constitutional Court and other 

high judiciary bodies. 

• The President retains political party identity, making the Presidency a partisan institution; 

this contravenes Article 101 of the present Constitution that is not affected by the proposed 

amendments and that calls for a bi-partisan President.     

• The Vice-Presidents and Ministers appointed by the President will answer not to the 

Parliament or to the people, but only to the President. 
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In short, the referendum will be a choice between a parliamentary democracy and one-man rule, 

between saying goodbye to democracy in all its surviving manifestations and giving Turkey another 

chance to reclaim its secular democracy.  A “yes” vote will mean Turkey’s further estrangement 

from the Euro-Atlantic community and the EU.  A “no” vote would give the democratic, secular and 

liberal forces the opportunity again to turn Turkey into a progressive, forward-looking country.  

Whether “yes” or “no”, 16 April will be a turning point for Turkey. The people of Turkey will say “no” 

and choose to go forward. 

 

Kader Sevinç 

CHP Representative to the European Union 

Party of European Socialists & Democrats (PES) Presidency Council Member 

Brussels 

     

Here are the details (2) :  
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“NO” not visible on Turkish TV screens 

 

The Unity for Democracy  movement (1) has published striking findings regarding the peoples’ right 

of access to information, based on TV broadcasts in Turkey on the eve of the referendum. The 

researchers monitoring 17 different nationwide TV channels, including the public channel TRT1, 

CNN and Fox TV, have found that the “NO” alternative in the upcoming referendum is effectively 

rendered invisible on TV screens. 

 

The public channel, TRT1, is obliged under the constitution and under its charter, to provide 

unbiased and equitable public  service.  Nevertheless it sets aside three hours per day for the 

President, his advisors and the Justice and Development Party (Adalet ve Kalkınma Partisi, 

abbreviated AKP) as a whole, while the opposition is simply pushed aside. The public channel, run 

out of the tax payers’ pocket, is turned into the government’s voice.  

 

According to the information provided by the Radio and Television Supreme Council (Radyo 

Televizyon Üst Kurulu,  RTÜK), the Peoples’ Democratic Party (Halkların Demokratik Partisi, HDP), 

the third largest party in the parliament, and second largest opposition party, is totally left out of the 
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broadcasts of TRT and all other nationwide TV channels. While highlights of the party caucuses in 

the parliament are routinely broadcast, not even one second has been devoted to HDP.  

   

The survey was conducted during March 2017, over two periods of 10 and 20 days respectively, by 

continuously viewing the broadcasts of 17 different TV channels. The time slots allotted to the 

parties in the parliament (AKP,  CHP, HDP and MHP), to the President and to his advisors in news 

reports, live broadcasts, interviews and guest programs, were monitored.  

 

 

According to the survey results, 

 

Within the period of 1-10 March 2017: On the news related to the referendum, reports on 

demonstrations and speeches, 53.5 hours were devoted to the Presidency, 83 hours to the 

AKP, 14.5 hours to the MHP, 17 hours were allotted to the CHP (the second largest party) 

and only 33 minutes to the HDP.  

 

Within the period of 1-20 March 2017: While the President was invited to 3 live broadcasts, his 

advisors to 17, the Prime Minister to 2 and other government representatives, AKP 

representatives and mayors altogether to 113, the chairman of CHP was invited to only one, 

CHP representatives to 19, MHP to 7.  The HDP was not invited to any live broadcast.  

 

Within the period of 1-20 March 2017 on live broadcasts, 169 hours were allotted to the 

Presidency, 301.5 hours to the AKP, 15.5 hours to the MHP. To the CHP who have declared 

they would vote “NO” in the referendum, 45 hours were allotted. No time was allotted to the 

HDP. 

 

  

The opposition never appears on TRT, the Public Channel 

 

We should expect impartial broadcasting policies from the Public Channel, TRT, financed from the 

taxpayers’ money, for a well informed and independent public debate to emerge. TRT should not 

take sides, nor should it serve a particular political party, interest group, religion, belief or opinion.  

 

Nevertheless, on the TRT News channel, the President, Presidential advisors, representatives of 

the government and AKP party caucus have appeared in 6 live broadcasts, besides 15 programs 

in which AKP Ministers and other officials have participated, totaling 3.35 hours for the Presidency 

and 9.4 hours for the AKP.  

 

Between 1-20 March, if all live broadcasts, interviews, guest programs, parliamentary caucuses 

and party demonstrations are counted in, a total of 20.8 hours were allotted to the President and 

his advisors, and 42 hours to the AKP. Thus, within these 20 days,  42.8 hours were allotted to 

the President and the AKP, while 48 minutes were allotted to the MHP, 3.2 hours to the CHP. 

No time was allotted to the HDP.  

 

Supreme Election Council barred by recent Statutory Decree from punishing inequity 

http://www.ysk.gov.tr/ysk/faces/Welcome?_afrLoop=1373033228125657&_afrWindowMode=0&_afrWindowId=58wcl8xjq_1#%40%3F_afrWindowId%3D58wcl8xjq_1%26_afrLoop%3D1373033228125657%26_afrWindowMode%3D0%26_adf.ctrl-state%3D58wcl8xjq_31
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Article 149-A of the law regulating the elections has been annulled by a Statutory Decree No. 687, 

issued in February 2017.  Therefore, the Supreme Election Council (Yüksek Seçim Kurulu, YSK), 

who executes the administration and supervision of elections, and up to now, was empowered to 

stop the broadcasts of private TV and radio channels and to levy fines in case of “broadcasts in 

violation of the rules, which include the principle of equality,” is no longer able fulfill this function. 

 

We, as the Unity for Democracy movement, are submitting the findings of this survey, which 

demonstrates the extent of the bias and inequality in the broadcasts,  to the attention of the public.  

We reiterate our demand that the State of Emergency should be lifted, and that the referendum 

regarding the constitutional amendment which concerns our future should be conducted under 

equal and just conditions free of coercion, so that the citizens can form their independent opinions.    

 

DETAILED REPORT  

 

TV COVERAGE ON THE EVE OF THE 16 APRIL REFERENDUM  

(As of 4 April 2017) 

  

COVERAGE IN NEWS PROGRAMS: (17 nationwide channels surveyed within the period 1-10 

March) 

Within the period of 1-10 March, breakdown of the coverage of statements and speeches in the 

name of the presidency, government and party caucuses: 

 

1-10 March 2017 News Program Coverage (17 nationwide channels) 

Presidency  AKP CHP HDP MHP 

3.210 min  

(53,5 hrs) 

4.992 min          

(83 hrs) 

1025 min 

(17 hrs) 
33 min 

880 min   

(14,5 hrs) 

  

Within the period of 1-10 March, breakdown of the coverage of statements and speeches 

regarding the referendum, in the name of the presidency, government and party caucuses: 

News program coverage (min) 

Channels  Presidency AKP CHP HDP MHP 

A Haber 441,5 540,5 108,5   121 

ATV 82 78 22,5 1 12 

CNN Türk 173 301,5 142,5 7 153,5 

Fox 29 50,5 24 6 31,5 

Habertürk 200,5 270,5 160,5 1 88,5 
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Kanal 24 448 690 57 0 56 

Kanal A 228 418,5 87 0 71 

Kanal 7 85 109 26,5 0 18 

Kanal D 33,5 52 23,5 8,5 21 

NTV 265 410,5 122,5 3,5 77 

Star 42,5 44,5 18 4 21 

Show 18 25 6 0 15 

TGRT 222 397 36,5 1 42 

TRT Haber 375 693 52 1 49,5 

TRT 1 19 43 10 0 9,5 

TV Net 204 354,5 0 0 53,5 

Ülke Tv 344 514 128 0 40 

Total 3210 4992 1025 33 880 

 

  

LIVE BROADCASTS: (outside of news programs) 

 

The President participated in 3 live broadcasts, his advisors in 17, the Prime Minister 2 and 

other government representatives, AKP representatives and mayors altogether 113, the 

CHP Chairman 1, CHP representatives 19 and MHP representatives in 7.  

  

Within the period 1-20 March 2017, the number of live broadcasts of speeches at demonstrations 

and talk shows of party leaders, ministers, speakers for different parties in the parliament, party 

representatives, members of parliament, presidential advisors and mayors, in the 17 channels 

surveyed.  

Distribution in numbers of verbal broadcasts 

Presidency* AKP CHP HDP MHP 

20 115 20 0 7 

*Includes appearances of Presidential advisors besides the President   

Within the period 1-20 March 2017, the total duration of live broadcasts of speeches at 

demonstrations and talk shows of party leaders, ministers, speakers for different parties in the 

parliament, partiy representatives, members of parliament, presidential advisors and mayors, in the 

17 channels surveyed.  
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1-20 March,  2017 Live Broadcasts, total (17 nationwide channels surveyed) 

Presidency AKP CHP HDP MHP 

10.141 min 

 (169 hrs) 

18.093 min      

 (301,5 hrs) 

2.737 min 

 (45,5 hrs) 
0 saniye 

935 min  

(15,5 hrs) 

  

Distribution of the duration of live broadcasts  (interview-special program-guest) and the TV 

channel 

Live broadcasts of verbal programs (min) 

Channels Presidency* AKP CHP HDP MHP 

A Haber 166 481     153 

ATV 101 121       

CNN Türk 100 449 574   8 

Fox     4     

Habertürk 20 711 635     

Kanal 24 135 805     30 

Kanal A   293 51   27 

Kanal 7   143       

Kanal D           

NTV 49 253     22 

Star     45     

Show           

TGRT 19 921 123     

TRT Haber 321 568       

TRT 1           

TV Net 164 348     8 
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Ülke Tv 129 622       

TOTAL 1204 5715 1432 0 248 

*Includes appearances of Presidential advisors besides the President   

 

  

Verbal broadcasts together with broadcasts including all speeches at demonstrations, at caucuses 

or other live  programs 

Live Broadcasts – distribution according to parties and channels (minutes)  

Channels Pesidency AKP CHP HDP MHP 

A Haber 1112 1634     227 

ATV 101 75       

CNN Türk 1010 1553 871   84 

Fox     4     

Habertürk 853 2001 1200   89 

Kanal 24 1141 1730     96 

Kanal A 812 1310 51   82 

Kanal 7   143       

Kanal D           

NTV 885 1550 372   86 

Star           

Show     45     

TGRT 886 2116     74 

TRT Haber 1249 2522 194   48 

TRT 1           

TV Net 1085 1566     69 

Ülke Tv 1007 1893     80 

Total 10141 18093 2737 0 935 

 

 

  

The situation at TRT 
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1-20 March period, TRT News number of verbal programs,  

Presidency AKP CHP HDP MHP 

6 15 0 0 0 

  

1-20 March period,  duration (in minutes)  of live verbal broadcasts on TRT News 

 

Channel             Presidency    AKP   CHP  HDP  MHP  

TRT Haber             321             568      0         0         0 

 

1-20 March period, duration in minutes of verbal and other live broadcasts on TRT News  

Channel           Presidency     AKP   CHP  HDP  MHP  

TRT Haber            1249         2522    194      0       48 

 

Main Opposition Leader Kılıçdaroğlu: I am calling out our citizens, let’s protect the republic 

 

 

 

The AKP has failed to provide sufficient answers to the question of why the proposed constitutional 

amendments are necessary, main opposition Republican People’s Party, CHP leader Kemal 

Kılıçdaroğlu has said, calling on citizens to say “no” in the April 16 referendum “in order to protect 

the republic.” 

 

“We have not been provided with an answer to the question why this constitutional amendment is 

being made. The answer to this question was avoided by insults. Since our questions are left 

unanswered, we will give a strong answer altogether. We will write an epic of democracy by saying 

‘no’ altogether. I believe that,” Kılıçdaroğlu said in Istanbul on April 14, two days before the 

referendum on the constitutional amendment which could usher in an executive presidency. 
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“I am calling out our citizens, let’s protect the republic. Let’s not waste the equality of opportunities 

and equality before the law in with a single vote” he said. 

 

“My citizens who are affiliated with the AKP, MHP [Nationalist Movement Party], HDP [Peoples’ 

Democratic Party], Saadet Partisi [Felicity Party], let’s protect our republic. If a new dynasty is 

needed in this country, let’s ask all together why,” he said, listing the articles of constitutional 

amendment charter. 

  

“With Articles 7 and 8, a leader of a political party will be the head of the Turkish Armed Forces, 

which should be neutral. Why? [with the same articles] a leader of a political party, which will also 

be president, will be given authority to determine national security policy. Why?” he asked. 

 

“With Article 8, the president, who will be a leader of a political party, will determine all the 

appointment criteria [of state officials] by himself. Why? The president will be given the authority to 

issue decrees on all subjects related to economic and social issues. Why?” he added. 

 

“With Articles 7 and 12, the president who will be a leader of a political party, will be given the 

authority to declare a state of emergency and rule the country by himself with the state of 

emergency decrees that he will issue. With this authority, the safety of life and property of 80 

million people is entrusted to a single person,” he said. 

 

“While 276 votes was enough to refer corrupted ministers to the Supreme Court in the current 

constitution, with Article 9 of the amendment, a requirement for 400 votes will be implemented. 

Why this insuperable shield?” he added. 

    

“With Articles 7 and 14, the authority to appoint judges, and the opportunity to bring the judiciary 

under control, will be given to the leader of a political party who will appoint 12 members of the 15-

member Constitutional Court, one of four members of the Council of State and half of the Supreme 

Board of Judges and Prosecutors. Why?” he asked. (3)  

 

CHP leader Kemal Kılıçdaroğlu said according to a recent opinion poll, the rate of naysayers is at 

about 53 percent; the government is trying to discourage undecided voters from voting by 

presenting higher rates for the “yes” vote through pro-AKP media. Kılıçdaroğlu called on people to 

cast their ballots. “The more people who vote, the more the ‘no’ votes will lead against the ‘yes’ 

votes.” 

brussels.chp.org.tr 
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Women shout slogans and hold placards against the upcoming referendum on a new constitution in Ankara, Turkey 

Photograph: Tumay Berkin/EPA 

 

 
 

CHP’s No campaign 
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Watch CHP’s No campaign video 

 

 

 
 

Members of the Youth Union of Turkey shout slogans during a 'No' rally on 26 February (AFP) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oNTR206d81A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oNTR206d81A
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CHP’s NO Campaign “Vote No for my future” 

 

 
Photo: Tumay Berkin /EPA 

 

 


